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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 

Masked or Unmasked 

We seek to serve God’s people whether masked or unmasked.  Therefore, we have a “mask 

only” area at the back of church for those who wish to be masked and together with others 

who are masked.  For those who are fully vaccinated and wish to worship without a mask, we 

have a “mask optional” area in the front of the church.  If you have questions, please ask!  

To Our Guests  

 We pray that you receive a warm welcome and are blessed by the message of God’s Word 

in our lessons and hymns.  If you have questions, please ask!   

 Our service is designed to focus us on Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  The Holy Spirit 

does that by exposing our need for Christ and by showing us the wonders of God’s grace in 

Christ – forgiveness and peace, help and hope for life in this world, and life forever with 

God in heaven.  

 Please join us after Sunday service for fellowship and Family Bible Hour. 
 

Our Communion Practice 

We practice close communion, the Biblical and ancient practice of the church.  We invite our 

congregation members and visitors from sister WELS or ELS congregations to join us, but ask 

Christians from other denominations to kindly respect our practice.  Further explanation is in 

the pew racks or from our pastor.  
 

We Care about Your Children 

We love to have children with us in worship.   

 Children’s worship bulletins and “church bags” (with paper, colors, and Bible story books) 

are available from an usher.   

 If your children are crying loudly, our nursery, Gathering Area (back of church), and 

downstairs Fellowship Hall are audio-equipped for you and your young children.  When 

your children are ready, come back so we can worship together.
 

We Care about Your Special Needs 

 Hearing Assistance for those with hearing aids is provided through our Hearing 

Loop or personal hearing devices available at the “sound table.” 

 A wheelchair lift is available for your assistance; please ask an usher. 
 

Our Facilities 

Restrooms are in our Fellowship Hall, downstairs and to the right of the kitchen.
 

Our Ministry 

St. John offers an excellent preschool-8th grade school program.  We are members of the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) - www.wels.net.  

 

http://www.wels.net/
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July 11, 2021 

SERVICE OF THE WORD   

 

IN OUR WORLD TODAY … GRR! Arr! Ugh! 

 

IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY … AAHHH! We welcome Rev. George Swanson as he 

brings us peace and rest through Jesus! 

 

OPENING HYMN                                “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”  

Hymn 338 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 

Lay down, O weary one, lay down Your head upon my breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, Weary and worn and sad; 

I found in him a resting place, And he has made me glad.  

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give 

The living water, thirsty one; Stoop down and drink and live.” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank Of that life giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, And now I live in him. 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light.  

Look unto me; your morn shall rise And all your day be bright.” 

I looked to Jesus, and I found In him my star, my sun; 

And in that light of life I’ll walk Till trav’ling days are done. 

 

 

M: The grace of our Lord✟ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

+ CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION +  

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 

wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 

for his mercy. 
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C:   Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your 

child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me 

according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 

my guilt. 

 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life 

and  innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt 

forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C:   Amen. 

 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (Spoken Together) 

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us 

love you with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with 

all we need, and keep us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                Isaiah 40:28-31 

Do you not know?  

Have you not heard?  

The LORD is the everlasting God,  

the Creator of the ends of the earth.  

He will not grow tired or weary,  

and his understanding no one can fathom.  

He gives strength to the weary  

and increases the power of the weak.  

 Even youths grow tired and weary,  

and young men stumble and fall;  

but those who hope in the LORD  

will renew their strength.  

They will soar on wings like eagles;  

they will run and not grow weary,  

they will walk and not be faint. 
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PSALM 145(CW) 

 
Great is the LORD and most wor`thy of praise;* 

 his greatness no one can `fathom. 

One generation will commend your works to an`other,* 

 they will tell of your `mighty acts. 

The LORD upholds all `those who fall* 

 and lifts up all who are `bowed down. Refrain 

The eyes of all look to you,  

 and you give them their food at the `proper time.* 

 You open your hand 

 and satisfy the desires of every `living thing. 

The LORD is near to all who `call on him,* 

 to all who call on `him in truth. 

He fulfills the desires of those who `fear him;* 

 he hears their cry and `saves them. 

Glory be to the Father and `to the Son* 

 and to the Holy `Spirit, 

as it was in the be`ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. `Amen.     Refrain 
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EPISTLE LESSON         Romans 7:15-25a 

I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what 

I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is 

good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. I 

know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have 

the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not 

the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do - this I keep on 

doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but 

it is sin living in me that does it.  

 

So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with 

me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at 

work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind 

and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members. 

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

Thanks be to God - through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

Alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good 

heart, and bring forth fruit with patience. Alleluia.  

 (Luke 8:15) 

 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

These words are written that we may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                             Matthew 11:28-30 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy 

and my burden is light.” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN                                                                “Day by Day”                  

              Hymn 765 
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SERMON                     Matthew 11:28-30 

 

 

HYMN                                             “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                  

              Hymn 451 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand; 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.  

Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.  

Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.  

When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near,  

When my life is almost gone,  

Hear my cry, hear my call; Hold my hand lest I fall.  

Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.  
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When the darkness appears And the night draws near,  

And the day is almost gone,  

At the river I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand,  

Take my hand, precious Lord; Lead me home.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that 

you give us day after day.  

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.  

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect 

us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.  

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this 

place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, 

and love.  

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: 

sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over 

those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever 

perils may threaten them.  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 

distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm.  

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep 

our government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of 

good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of 

peace, security, and well-being.  

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may 

there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is 

poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to help and 

restore.  

 Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring to you our private petitions.  
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 Silent prayer.  

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask 

you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and 

skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.  

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is 

pleasing in your sight. Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in 

all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING             

M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

        The Lord bless you and keep you. 

        The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. Amen.  

 

 

CLOSING HYMN (PAGE 12)                            “When Peace Like a River”  

Hymn 760 
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OFFERING  
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