
January 18 & 19, 2025 

THE SERVICE 

IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY … we welcome Seminarian Ryan Halter from our 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) in Mequon, Wisconsin.  WLS is our 

seminary where “Pastors form Pastors to Proclaim God’s Grace.”  During Family 

Bible Hour, Ryan will be sharing the ministry of Kingdom Prep Lutheran High 

School of Milwaukee.   

 

OPENING HYMN                                   “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”  

   Hymn 916 

Today your mercy calls us to wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, whatever we have been, 

however long from mercy our hearts have turned away, 

your precious blood can wash us and make us clean today. 

 

Today your gate is open, and all who enter in 

shall find a Father’s welcome and pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, a present joy be giv’n, 

a future grace be promised, a glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

Today our Father calls us, his Holy Spirit waits; 

his blessèd angels gather around the heav’nly gates. 

No question will be asked us how often we have come; 

although we oft have wandered, it is our Father’s home. 

 

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, 

what should we do without you when heart and eye run o’er? 

When all things seem against us, to drive us to despair, 

we know one gate is open, one ear will hear our prayer. 

 

INVOCATION  

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                                                  CW 188 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves  

and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only 

Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 

the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY - CHOIR                                                                               CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST - CHOIR     CW 191 

Refrain: Glory to God in the highest, glory to God, and peace to his people on 

earth, and peace to his people on earth.  

  

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world;  have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the 

Father;  receive our prayer.  

  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 

High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.    Refrain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY        

Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil 

deeds, but we ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and comfort us 

with your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 12  

 In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, LORD. 

 Although you were angry with me, 

your anger has turned away 

 and you have comforted me. 

Surely God is my salvation; 

 I will trust and not be afraid. 

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 

 he has become my salvation.” 

With joy you will draw water 

 from the wells of salvation. 
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In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; 

 make known among the nations what he has done, 

 and proclaim that his name is exalted. 

Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 

 let this be known to all the world. 

Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

 for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY                                                                                                            Psalm 103A 

 

 

 
Praise the LORD, / my soul; 

   all my inmost being, praise his / holy name— 

who forgives / all your sins 

   and heals all your dis- / eases, 

who redeems your life / from the pit 

   and crowns you with love and com- / passion, 

who satisfies your desires / with good things 

   so that your youth is renewed like the / eagle’s.    Refrain 
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The LORD is compassionate and / gracious, 

   slow to anger, abound- / ing in love. 

He does not treat us as our / sins deserve 

   or repay us according to our in- / iquities. 

For as high as the heavens are a- / bove the earth, 

   so great is his love for those who / fear him; 

as far as the east is / from the west, 

   so far has he removed our transgressions / from us. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

 

GOSPEL Luke 15:1–3, 11–32                                                                                      John 15:15–21; 16:33        

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

Then Jesus told them this parable: 

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one 

said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his 

property between them. 

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 

distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he 

had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and 

he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 

country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his 

stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him 

anything. 

“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out 

and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make 

me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his father. 
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“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 

kissed him. 

“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 

you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it 

on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened 

calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was 

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to 

celebrate. 

“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 

house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and 

asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and 

your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and 

sound.’ 

“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 

out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these 

years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you 

never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But 

when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes 

comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 

have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of 

yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY       “God Loved the World So That He Gave” 

Hymn 570 

God loved the world so that he gave his only Son the lost to save 

that all who would in him believe should everlasting life receive. 

 

Christ is the solid rock of faith, who was made flesh and suffered death. 

All who confide in him alone are built on this chief cornerstone. 
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God would not have the sinner die; his Son with saving grace is nigh. 

His Spirit in the Word declares that we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son forgives the sins that you have done. 

You’re justified by Jesus’ blood; baptized, you are a child of God. 

 

If you are sick, if death is near, this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves my soul from death; this is the anchor of my faith! 

 

Glory to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessèd Trinity, be praise now and eternally! 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                               Luke 15:11-32 

“Unexpected Love” 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

OFFERING  

                

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the 

globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits 

at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away 

our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen 

both our confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to 

your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from 

scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world 

from all forms of hate and persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

 

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for 

future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is 

eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young 

people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

 

  

If you prefer to give online, the code at the right will 

take you to our Online Giving page.  We invite our 

online givers to join in our offering with an “I Give 

Online” card in the pew racks. 
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Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional 

pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . 

. here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion 

on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer 

us. Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send 

them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take 

us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

(Guests, please see our communion practice on page 2.) 

(Gluten-free wafers are available; ask Pastor.) 

PREFACE – CHOIR 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed 

his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the 

saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 

their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - CHOIR                                                                                 CW 200 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 

of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen. 

 

JESUS, LAMB OF GOD - CHOIR                                                                                               CW 202 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us, grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION  HYMN                                   “Jesus Sinners Does Receive” 

    Hymn 654 

Jesus sinners does receive; oh, may all this saying ponder 

who in sin’s delusions live and from God and heaven wander. 

Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners does receive. 
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We deserve but grief and shame, yet his words, rich grace revealing, 

pardon, peace, and life proclaim; here their ills have perfect healing 

who with humble hearts believe: Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

Sheep that from the fold did stray are not by the Lord forsaken; 

weary souls who lost their way are by Christ, the Shepherd, taken 

in his arms that they may live: Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

I, a sinner, come to you with a penitent confession. 

Savior, show me mercy, too; grant for all my sins remission. 

Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

Oh, how blest it is to know, were as scarlet my transgression, 

it shall be as white as snow by your blood and bitter passion, 

for these words I do believe: Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

Now my conscience is at peace, from the law I stand acquitted. 

Christ has purchased my release and my ev’ry sin remitted. 

Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

Jesus sinners does receive, even I have been forgiven. 

And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven. 

Dying, still to him I cleave: Jesus sinners does receive. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER    

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
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O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will 

not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 

that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING       

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                                              “Amazing Grace”  

                         Hymn 576 

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see. 

 

The Lord has promised good to me, his Word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

’tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 
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