
   October 18, 2026 

 

In Our Worship Today … we begin a special worship and Bible Study – 75 Years of 
Mission and Ministry Blessing. Today and over the next several weeks, we will reflect on 
the 75-Year Legacy our Lord is giving us on our corner, our Mission and Ministry 
(Past/Present/Future), and our hopes, plans, and prayers for our future here in the heart 
of Lake County! 

10/18 - As Sheep, We Look Up to Our Shepherd to Listen and Follow!  John 10 

10/25 - As Stones on the Stone, We are Built Together to Build Together!     

 Ephesians 2 and 4 

11/1 – As Evangelical Lutherans, We Share a Legacy of Truth and Grace! Reformation 

11/8 - As Stones on the Stone, We are Raised to Praise!    1 Peter 2 

11/15 - As Disciples, We are Called to Love and Serve!     John 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offering 

If you prefer to give online, the code at the right will take you to our 

Online Giving page.  We invite our online givers to join in our offering 

with an "I Give Online" card in the pew racks. 
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The Service 

Seventy-five years ago, St. John worshiped following the orders of worship found in The 

Lutheran Hymnal.  The Lutheran Hymnal had two primary worship services, “The Order 

of Morning Service: Without Communion” and “The Order of the Holy Communion,” 

commonly known as “Page 5" and “Page 15.”  These orders of service had their roots in 

various 16th century German services which had been harmonized and brought into the 

English as “The Common Service” in the late 1880s.  The Common Service was further 

revised for The Lutheran Hymnal which was published by the Missouri Synod in 1941, 

and then again for our Christian Worship (1993) hymnal.  Our new Christian Worship 

(2021) hymnal continues the tradition with a service called Setting One (pages 154-171) 

that includes some of the songs from our The Lutheran Hymnal.   

 

As we worship today, we will experience and have a taste of both the challenges and the 

beauty of The Lutheran Hymnal‘s “Order of the Holy Communion.”  God-willing, we will 

appreciate all the more both the worship tradition that has been passed down to us and 

the freedom God has given us to worship with the best of the past and the present.   

 

A 75 Years on our Corner Focus  October 18, 2026 

 

As Sheep, We Look Up to Our Shepherd to Listen and Follow! 

 

Opening Hymn  Blessed Jesus, We Are Here - 919 

Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 55:1-3, 6-7, 10-11 

Gospel Lesson  John 10:11-16, 27-28 

Hymn of the Day Speak, O Savior - 631 

Distribution Hymn The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want - 555 

Closing Hymn I am Jesus’ Little Lamb - 804 
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75 Years on Our Corner - A Look Back; A Look Ahead 

 

As we get closer to our St. John Lutheran Church's 75th anniversary, we are hoping to start 

active planning for a year-long series of anniversary events.  Our goal is to: 

 • thank God for blessing us on our corner for 75 years 

 • thank God for working through us to share his blessings from our corner 

 • look ahead to our future mission and ministry here on our corner 

 • look ahead to how we can best serve and share God’s love here in the heart of  

      Lake County. 

 

At our Open Forum regarding our coming anniversary we had a LOT of good ideas on 

activities/events/ministry actions to consider to thank our God for our ministry here and to 

demonstrate our continuing commitment to ministry to our community.   At our Open Forum 

we had many great ideas on WHAT we want to do for this coming anniversary year. What we 

need now is to determine WHO is willing to participate in small groups to make some of these 

goals go from ideas to reality! 

 

If you are interested in participating in any of these proposed activities, talk to your St. John 

family (old friends and new) and see who would also be interested. Then once you have a small 

group, let your church leadership know how you and your team would like to get involved. St 

John's greatest attributes are the God-given talents, intelligence, and creativity of its members 

and our collective willingness to step up when a need is seen. 

 

You may already be engaged in other areas of our shared ministry. If so, THANK YOU! For the 

coming anniversary year, you will likely find another area or two where you feel you can make 

an impact, especially if you finally decide to ask others to join you in the new endeavor. If you 

haven't found a place within our ministry yet where you feel you have a niche, NOW is an 

excellent time to change that and give yourself the opportunity to know the joy of being 

impactful in ministry. You won't be sorry! 

 

If you have questions about how you might be able to be part of making our anniversary year 

meaningful with thanksgiving and new ministry, talk with others in our St. John family and see 

what you can do together.  Or feel free to contact me directly!  And I look forward to working 

with each of you in some aspect this coming anniversary year! 

 

- Steve Lemerand, Congregation President 
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Open Forum- 75th Anniversary Brainstorming  

September 13, 2026, 10:30am 

1. Opening (10:30am) 

 a.  Present (19): Ray, Sheryl, Lee, Holly, Charles, Donna, Eloise, Sheila, Marilyn, 

Matthew, Charlie, Gail, Steve, Pastor, Lisa, Jeanne, Tim S, Dave R, Nancy 

 

2. 75 years on our corner suggestions 

 a.  Marilyn: Invest in the future (possibly the school). The school is Marilyn’s favorite 

which is the future of St. John 

 b.  Sheryl: We should celebrate our 130th anniversary of our congregation over the 

75th on our corner. Have a special celebration with food trucks and invitations to the 

community. Do a special community service project (ex: but bullet proof vests for the 

Libertyville police) 

 c.  Ray: Keep service projects going for the whole year (not a one-and-done event) 

 d.  Charlie: Adopt a highway. 

 e.  Gayle: Have a sign in front that mentions our 75th anniversary. 

 f.  Sheryl: Lake County Haven– provide meals (approx. 10 women and children) 

 g.  Tim S: Christmas carol sing-a-long. Play/sing at various long-term care facilities 

 h.  Lee: Do a church T-shirt to wear during community events 

 i.  Tim S: Have a T-shirt with “Ask me why I’m happy” 

 j.  Lee: Have an outdoor service and picnic at Independence Grove 

 k.  Marilyn: Every quarter we donate to missions (we already do this twice a year) 

 l.  Pastor: Who should be our guest preacher for a special service? 

 m.  Holly: Organ concert(s) – Kevin Bode, Charles Bonow 

 n.  Charlie: Do something to the Church/school that could have a significant impact 

on our ability to serve better: Talk to teachers to see what they’d like. I’d like to see 

us use the funds that we were blessed with to improve our ability to accomplish our 

ministry and mission. 

 o.  Holly: Build a fund, to pay for a member ministry coordinator 

 p.  Holly: Create a long-term strategic plan. This is not a Ministry Council thing, but 

an entire congregation thing. 

 q.  Marilyn: If there is someone who wants to send their children to our school and 

can’t afford it? We have a tuition assistance fund and tuition grant fund. 

 r.  Gayle: Plant a tree on our property or somewhere in Libertyville. 
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3. Pastor’s summary 

 a.  I’m hearing that it would be great to have a worship/fellowship event every quarter 

 b.  On Oct 18th we’ll be using the 1941 hymnal 

 c.  Guest preachers: i. Jeff Samelson; ii. Matt Schoell; iii. Treptow? 

  

Arranged as bullet points: 

• Create endowment fund celebrating anniversary 

• Also celebrate our 130th year 

• Create yearlong community service projects in honor of anniversary 

o Lake County Haven meals 

o Free community garage sale 

• Adopt a highway in the area 

• Ensure sign refers to 75 th anniversary often 

• Christmas Caroling event at church to invite others to 

• Create anniversary T-shirt 

• Outdoor services and picnic  

(Independence Grove?) 

• Organ concert (Bode?/Bonow?) 

• Special fund for school need 

• Create fund for member ministry coordinator position 

• Build a long-term strategic growth plan 

• Plant a commemorative tree 

• Invite former members for special service/meal 

• Promote Tuition Grant Fund as opportunity to contribute  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 

 

 

 

 

75 Years on Our Corner – 

Let’s Celebrate Together, Grow Together, Serve Together 

 

Churches Celebrate with Worship  

Join our 75-Year Worship Team - we heard suggestions to have 3-4 special anniversary 

worship service in our anniversary year. Let’s work together to plan and deliver! 

 

Churches Celebrate with Fellowship 

Join our 75-Year Fellowship Event Team - we heard suggestions to have 3-4 special 

fellowship events (and a growing fellowship life!). Let’s work together to plan and 

deliver! 

 

Churches Celebrate by Remembering the Past 

Help us treasure our past by writing, displaying, showing the blessings of our past. 

 

Churches Celebrate Ministry Anniversaries with Renewed Ministry 

Join our School Strategic Growth Team. We have a BluePrint for Strategic Growth and 

renewed school ministry. Let’s work together to deliver! 

 

Join our Congregation Fellowship Life Team. Help us to be a Family Connecting In 

Christ! 

 

Join our Community Connection Team. Let’s work together to expand our Ministry 

beyond our corner, to bring Jesus’ mission and ministry to our communities here in the 

heart of Lake County.   

 

Join Our Long-Range Planning Team.  We have challenges ahead of us, opportunities 

around us, and a Proven Path to build on.  We are Built Together to Build Together - 

let’s do it! 

 

Churches Celebrate Building Anniversaries with Facilities Renewed for Ministry.  

Join our 75-Year Facility Renewal/Expansion Team. What Facility Improvements would 

best serve our Ministry moving forward? Let’s work together to plan and deliver! 

 


